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Thanks for reading!
Thank you for taking the time to explore our 2022 Net Zero Conference & Expo Transparency Report. This annual report is a crucial part of the work that we’re doing at the Net Zero
Conference and a commitment to continuous improvement when it comes to social and
environmental justice, resilience, and equity.

1,084 Attendees | 5% increase from 2021

Annual Attendee Count 2014 - 2022:
2014: 170
2015: 315
2016: 450
2017: 675
2018: 910
2019: 1,200
2020: 1,500
2021: 1,030
2022: 1,084

We hope that this information demonstrates our passion to host an event that can help
bring a net zero future to all people, now. If you have any questions about the report, please
contact us at hello@verdicalgroup.com.
All the best (and see you next year!),
The Net Zero Conference Team
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12% <1 year

16% 11-15 years
11% 16-20 years
19% 20+ years
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ATTENDEES AT-A-GLANCE
Location

ATTENDEES AT-A-GLANCE
Company industry
16% Architecture
13% Energy
12% Consulting
9% Engineering
7% Nonprofit
6% Manufacturing
4% General Contractor
4% Education
4% Construction
3% Design
3% Government/Municipal
19% Other

93% USA | 34 States

Most attended states:

7% International | 13 Countries

Most attended countries:

1. California

1. United States

2. Georgia

2. Canada

3. New York

3. South Korea

4. Texas

4. India

5. Washington

5. United Kingdom

6. Oregon
7. Colorado

Including:
2% Building Owner
2% Finance
2% Student
2% Products
2% Utility
1% Health & Wellness
8% Other

8. Arizona
9. Pennsylvania
10. Massachusetts
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ABOUT OUR SPEAKERS

Gender
51% Female
49% Male

Race / Ethnicity
25% Asian
9%
or African American
21%Black
2-5 years
6% Hispanic, Latino or Spanish Origin
8% Middle Eastern
52% White

Our Speaker Diversity Goals
The Verdical Group team works with our Net Zero Conference Abstract Review Committee, a diverse group of nationally leading subject-matter experts, toward our goal of featuring speakers who are 50% women and 50% people of color. This year, we were closer
than ever to reaching that goal, with 51% of our speakers identifying as female and 48%
identifying as people of color (7 percentage points higher than in 2021); however, our industry still has a lot of work to do to ensure that we are consistently amplifying the voices
of diverse thought-leaders to provide exceptional content.
We are researching new avenues to share our 2023 Call for Abstracts to ensure we’re
reaching a wide and diverse audience for submissions. If you would like to receive more
information for the NZ23 Abstract process, please email hello@verdicalgroup.com.
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ABOUT OUR KEYNOTES
KATE WILLIAMS | CEO, 1% FOR THE PLANET
1% for the Planet is a global network of thousands of
businesses and individuals that inspires action so our
planet and future generations thrive. Kate has led significant growth in the community’s scale and impact,
as well as deep work implementing high impact giving
strategies, growing a network brand, and operating
as a thriving workplace with an incredible staff team.
Kate earned a BA at Princeton University and an MS at
the MIT Sloan School of Management, and has served
on a variety of Boards throughout her career.
LAKISHA ANN WOODS | CEO, American Institute of Architects
AIA is a dynamic network of more than 94,000 architects and
design professionals committed to enhancing the built environment. Lakisha currently serves on the American Society of
Association Executives (ASAE) Board of Directors as Chair of
the Foundation and Chair-Elect of the ASAE Board. She previously served as Vice-Chair of the USGBC Board of Directors
and is a published author and global speaker. She holds a BS
from the University of Maryland in College Park.
WILLIAM BRIDGE | CEO, Global Green
In addition to serving as CEO of Global Green and Chairman of the Green Cross International Board, William's
work includes the United Nations Foundation, Connect4Climate, the Entertainment Industry Foundation, and
United States Green Building Council, and the International
WELL Building Institute. He is a graduate of the Wharton
School of Business, University of Pennsylvania, USA.
TRAILBLAZER GALA KEYNOTE
LINDSAY BAKER | CEO, International Living Future Institute
Lindsay Baker is ILFI's chief strategist, charged with delivering on their mission to lead the transformation toward a
civilization that is socially just, culturally rich, and ecologically restorative. She was one of the first 40 staff members
at USGBC, working to develop consensus about what the
LEED rating system would become. She holds a BA in Environmental Studies from Oberlin College and an MS from the
University of California at Berkeley in Architecture.
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WASTE SUMMARY
By the numbers

55

lbs

food waste

CARBON SUMMARY

15

lbs

recycled

86% decrease
since 2019*

31% less than in 2019, due
to waste reduction + reuse*

Approaching zero waste
Verdical Group approaches every event we host with the goal of achieving near-zero waste.
Our strategy is a three-part process, wherein we first work to reduce waste at the source,
and then ensure that any remaining waste that is generated is properly sorted or reused.

Reduce, then offset
Innumerable thanks are due to our Carbon Offset Sponsor, Schneider Electric, for offsetting 54.10 Mt of carbon dioxide emissions associated with the footprint of this year’s Net
Zero Conference. While we as conference organizers go to extraordinary lengths to reduce
our impact on the front end, the ability to offset remaining emissions is crucial to our mission of building a net zero future.
Venue square footage was used to determine estimated energy use for the venue based on
Energy Star Technical Reference Guide default values. The calculation also accounted for
attendee travel, based on the percentage of local, interstate, and international commutes.
The donation of 54.1 MTCO2e Green-e Climate Ecomix carbon credits is equivalent to the
carbon sequestered by 895 tree seedlings grown for 10-years or 64 acres of North America
forest in 1-year.

Simple actions like opting out of plastic badge holders and into a recyclable paper option,
reducing printed materials onsite, and choosing a venue with a clear and effective waste
sorting process can make huge impact.
Another key step is reducing food packaging and food waste that results from over-ordering. Each year, we ask that attendees bring reusable water bottles to the Net Zero Conference. (Planning an event? A key tip for this is to include it in a reminder email the week before and again the day before the event, so attendees are more likely to remember to pack
theirs.) Our team worked with the Los Angeles Convention Center to ensure that the beans
from all of the coffee brewed onsite were composted.
We requested that our caterer provide palm leaf disposable plates and compostable cups,
real glassware when available, and bamboo utensils for shoulder day events, and we asked
that condiments to be provided in bulk via dispensers rather than in individual packets. And
as usual, we prioritized vegetarian and vegan items at all of our events. These actions combined resulted in our food and beverage station having the lowest environmental impact
it has ever had. Food that was not consumed was repurposed (for example, bananas that
weren’t consumed might have been peeled and made into banana bread for another event),
donated (as were all extra granola bars or packaged snack), or used for employee meals.
We also engage our sponsors and partners in our effort, requesting that they limit the number of printed deliverables that they bring, build their booth space with items that are reusable, and to not give out any merchandise or “goodies” wrapped in plastic or cellophane.
*We measured 393lbs of food waste and 22lbs of recycling in 2019.
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THIS CERTIFICATE REPRESENTS THE RETIREMENT OF

54.10 MtCO2e

Green-e® Climate carbon credits by Schneider Electric
ON BEHALF OF

Verdical Group for Net Zero 2022
Your purchase helps to advance the development of carbon reduction projects, while
simultaneously contributing to reduced emissions, improved air quality, and the shift
towards a carbon-free economy.
According to the EPA the impact of this commitment is similar to the carbon
sequestered by 64 acres of U.S. forests in one year.
09/28/2022
David Hughes

Director, Client Development - Renewables & Cleantech

Date
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
CLOUD LEVEL

SEA LEVEL

MOUNTAIN LEVEL

FOREST LEVEL

LAND LEVEL
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS
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JOIN US
AGAIN
FALL 2023
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